
Welcome
• from the Department of Soil Science
• from the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences
• from the University of Wisconsin-Madison
• from the State of Wisconsin



Department of Soil Science
• 21 faculty, ~60 support and scientific staff
• Instruction: 

– 25 undergraduates, ~40 graduate students
– 40 “timetable” courses and short courses

• Outreach:
– cooperative extension - fertility, soil and water management, 

agrometeorology, agroecology
– Soil and Plant Analysis Laboratory
– Nonpoint source pollution project



Department of Soil Science
• Research

– Soil physics, soil and water management (Lowery, Norman, Kung, 
Bland)

– Soil chemistry, fate and transport of contaminants (Barak, Helmke, 
Pedersen, Bleam)

– Soil biology, microbial ecology (Balser, Balster, Hickey, Long)
– Fertility, nutrient management, turfgrass (Bundy, Laboski, Soldat)
– Pedology, landscape analysis (Stiles, Bockheim, Madison, 

McSweeney, Ventura, Zhu)



College of Agricultural and Life Sciences

• 310 faculty, 696 academic staff and 664 support staff
• 3146 undergraduates, 30,000 alumni
• Started in 1862 with the Morrill Act
• $160 million annual research budget (approx)
• More than 75% of UW’s patent income and 20% of its 

disclosures are directly connected to CALS



College of Agricultural and Life Sciences

• 22 Departments, led by Dean Molly Jahn
• 14 Agricultural Research Stations



University of Wisconsin-Madison
• “Flagship” of UW system (26 campuses)
• $2.4 billion operation
• 42,000 students
• 2000 faculty, 16,000 employees
• 900 acres along Lake Mendota
• top-ranked public university in research support



University of Wisconsin-Madison
• Other facilities:

– University Research Park
– University Ridge Golf Course
– UW Arboretum



State of Wisconsin - “Forward”

• 5.55 million people (and even more cows!)
• 66,000 square miles

– 44% forest, 38% agriculture, 16% lakes and rivers

• Diverse Economy: 
– 32% industrial, 32% “white collar”, 33% service, 

3% resource-dependent



Natural History of Wisconsin

















ENJOY WISCONSIN!

• Q. During Welcome Week a Department Head asks a new 
student, "What brought you to the Soils Department?" 

• "My ‘97 Chevy", replied the new student. 

• Q: Why did the chicken cross the road, roll in the dirt and 
cross the road again?

• A: Because it was a dirty double crosser

• Q: What's the difference between soil and dirt?
• A: Location, Location. Location

• Q: What is the difference between a Soil Scientist and a Dirt 
Doctor?

• A: About $85,000.

• Q: What did the pebble say to the big rock.
• A: "Some day do you think I'll ever be a little boulder?" 

(and a little soils humor)


